LETTER  FROM  COURT
advices you shall have received, and of your own resources, you do, as
soon as possible, determine what assistances you can give to each of them
and apprize them what they have to expect.
11. We desire you will especially attend to the means of making
such remittances to China as may, as far as possible, prevent any drafts
from thence. We are well aware that there is some difficulty here which
must be obviated according to circumstances on the spot and by means
which cannot be directed from hence, but we trust that with the
advantage of the trade in opium and other commodities of India to the
Eastern Islands you will find it very practicable to accomplish this
desirable purpose without any great or constant drain of specie from
Bengal, which ought as far as possible in all cases to be avoided.
15. Our investments for Europe will demand your unremitting care,
and as we hold it impossible but your funds for the provision thereof
in Bengal must be ample it remains only to recommend, in the strongest
manner, the exercise of economy in the purchases and the strictest
attention to the quality. And here with pleasure we bestow our praise
on what has of late been successfully done in both >these instances, and
entertain no doubt but that in a short time the quality of our merchandize
imported will obtain for us a decided preference over the importations
of any other country, a preference which the advantages we enjoy, within
your Presidency at least, must surely place within o-ur reach.
13.    The   state   of   your   funds   and  our   inability   to   pay   bills   of
exchange obliged us  to strike the important article of raw silk out of
our  Bengal   investment,   and   we  highly  approve  of  your  leaving   that
commodity for the present open  to  all our servants  and  others  under
our protection to make remittances  in for their own  account  and  for
the benefit of this country; but whenever,, from an estimate of our funds,
you shall perceive a prospect at the distance o-f two years of being enabled
to  restore the accustomed quantity  of silk  to  our  investment  without
drawing bills, lessening the quantity of piece goods, or other necessary
applications of the territorial revenue, you will then give the necessarv
notice of two years to the parties at present engaged in this article, and
repossess yourselves of the filatures  and  reassume   the  exercise  of our
exclusive right in this article.
14.    It will be of great importance that the investments from Madras
should be increased for they are much in demand in Europe, and your
aid in the funds that may for some time be required for that purpose
will be therefore an object of your attentive consideration.
15.    And  upon   the whole of the  view we  now  give  you  of our
affairs, we s-hall be glad to receive your opinions on every point you think
important to be further discussed together with  such materials  as you
think may tend to elucidate the same, and we desire that you will not